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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY (November 1, 2004)

Professor Raymond Lifchez, Chair of the Berkeley Prize Committee, announces the seventh annual Berkeley Undergraduate Prize for Architectural Design Excellence Competition (www.berkeleyprize.org), sponsored by the Department of Architecture at the University of California, Berkeley.

The Berkeley Prize supports the study of architecture as a social art, and acknowledges excellence in architectural writing and thought among undergraduate students worldwide through discussion and examination of the social aspects of design. Undergraduate architecture majors in accredited schools of architecture throughout the world are offered the chance to compete in an on-line Essay Competition and a Travel Fellowship Competition. 

The 2005 Berkeley Prize Essay Competition Question concerns the Public Place: 

What makes a place truly public? Go out into a community that you know well and find an exceptional, built example of one such place. In most likelihood, among other attributes, this place will embody the traditions of local culture and be a reflection of the world at large. Describe this place in a way that makes it a compelling demonstration of how other places might remain similarly vital to their own communities. Be both evocative and specific in your tribute to this place.

Finalists for the 2005 Berkeley Prize Essay Competition are eligible to compete for the Travel Fellowship: details will be posted on the web site February 1, 2005.  

Jurors for the 2005 competition are: Lesley Naa Norle Lokko (Accra, Ghana), Architect, Visiting Professor, University of Westminster, UK, and Visiting African Scholar, University of Cape Town, South Africa; Donlyn Lyndon (Berkeley, USA), Architect, Eva Li Professor in the Graduate School, University of California, Berkeley, USA, and Editor of Places; Rahul Mehrotra (Bombay, India and Ann Arbor, USA), Architect, Planner, and Associate Professor, University of Michigan; and Giles Oliver (London, UK),  Architect, and Visiting Tutor, University of Cambridge, UK. 

This year's Berkeley Prize is dedicated to the work of Forum UNESCO - University and Heritage (FUUH) (www.forumunesco.upv.es/), striving to connect the resources of universities, teachers, and students worldwide in the preservation of our cultural heritage.

Proposals for the Essay Prize Competition are accepted on-line from November 1 until December 10, 2004.

Download a competition poster: (www.berkeleyprize.org/index.cfm?pg=media) 
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For further information, visit the Berkeley Prize website: www.berkeleyprize.org. Questions should be directed to: info@berkeleyprize.org.
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